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ved, by a patriotic 


pourſelf i in ſupport of | le independency genius, ani- 
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ghts, a generous love of libert 
e arts, in wh being born 


ighted to patronize and protect 
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' Your Lordfhip wiſely conſidered o entire a ſubjuga- 
tion of dramatic genius as was then propoſed, "mo in- 
deed accompliſhed, to be an invaſion. 


in its nature, and of danger Al 


ample. Xou' had 
likewiſe the penetration to foreſee it might prove the 
ſource of real grievance: and how far that R 
has been hitherto verified, may perha 
vered by a peruſal of the following poe! 


eyer imperfect as a of art, 1 


FS muſt appear 


undeſerving of any 5 of liecntiouſncls, as I can 


_ conſcientiouſly declare myſelf innocent of any ſuch in- 
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tention. But Baring n ſuffered by that law 


Which your Lordſhip's ſhining talents were ſo aniably 
ee xerted, though in vain; to oppoſe e, I think m. ee 


”  ledgements for ſuch good intentions are indif venſibly your ; 
due, as thoſe ever will bj 


of the profeſſors ane po > noi 
= | moſt uſeſul of the fine arts, and likewiſe of. 
= .. all true Iriengs of our conſtitutional liberty. 5 


; 


= ages, * 5 your was ſucceſſively 
F _—  the- higheſt: truſſs of government, and in the er criti- 5 
aul ſeaſons; that You diſcharged all the duties of the 
Ip moſt exalted ſtations with ſuc ? abilities and integrity as 
obtained You the affection your Sovereign, and uni- 

„„ ee — 0 ; that in the meridian of your .-=A 
nd with a full harveſt of fame, you voluntarily. quittec 

the enjoyments of retirement, a1 that y 
; tad t zerein "ThE e good 
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5 LES 1 0 7 it he my am r this poor 
„ . age, to mani eſt to poſterity 
3 I have of  your'Lordſhip's merits as a S 
encourager of arts · fu ly ſenſible h 1 
_— ble : tribute of my y gratitude and 0 eg can 7 your Lord. 
| ä or that is far beyond my power; my aim 
8 being rather to damylilf: the greateſt, by thus publicly de- 
hh, 10 ek 1 admire —_ diſtinguiſhed. worth, and 
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| ; | (HE following g Tage was aeg to be written in 1 
and finiſhed early in the ſucceeding ſpring. No more than 
a very few friends had ſeen it before the rebellion of that 


. {7 1. out; on the firſt tiding gs of which, the Author laid it 

aſide, from an apprehenſion that the ſubject, which he had caſually | 
choſen, might be conſidered as invidious and HETHEVE" while the na- 
tion continued in ſo unhappy a ſituation. 


Brix d ſoon aſterwards engaged in buſineſs. aGicad! he had no lei- 


ſiure for indulgence in poetical amuſements; ſo that from his firſt 
laying the piece aſide, to the middle af the year 1755, he does not 


recolle& to have ſo much as once looked it over : but as in that year 
an end had been put to the buſineſs in which he was engaged, he 
did then devote ſome idle hours to the reading and re-touching of 


it: after doing which, he ſent a copy thereof to a friend in ENGLAND, 


requeſtin it might be offered to Mr. Garrick for repreſentation. 
Mx. Erick ſaid he was engaged to another Gentleman for the 
performance of a play on the ſame ſubject, though hitherto no ſuch 


has appeared, and therefore he could only offer to exhibit this at a 


ſeaſon of the year the Author did not think would be for the credit 


of him or his production to let it firſt appear im; and thereupon the 
5 FR was returned to his friend... 


A Nobleman, then abroad, was fo obliging, fog the favoutuble 


” opinion. which he was Icaſed to entertain of the 'Tragedy, as to offer 
to ſhew it to the late 25 

: beginning of the following winter. But as that Manager is now 
dead, no more need be ſaid than that the negotiation proved abortiye. 


r. Rich, which he accordingly did at the 


Ox the Author' s arrival in England, which was in the following 


th of March, he received the piece from his noble friend, and 


applied in Eten to Mr. Rich, with whom the Play was again left 
for a confi erable time, but at length received back by the Author : 
in diſguſt. | 


No 3 were 7 of farther applications to the The- 


atres, till from accidentally meeting Mr Beard in the ſummer of 
the be 1762, the Author availed himfelf of the — acquaint- 


' ANCE. 


— 


*s, 


from the country, to which 


Beard with his Pl 


judgment in _fuch matters, but would - thereon take the opinion of 


a ffiend, on whoſe knowledge and candour he entirely relied: which 


himſelf, who replied, he was going into the country, and would 


3 
* 


ance-with that Gentleman, who had become the Managerof Covent- - 
Garden Theatre, to deſire his. permiſſion for waiting on him upon 


buſineſs ; which was obligiogly granted, upon Mr. Beard's returning 
he aid he was then going. 
Id the- following month of Auguſt the Author called upon Mr. 


* 
N p 


* auchn his peruſal and opinion of it: and 


o 


being anſwered, it was feared houſe was fully engaged for the ap- 

proaching ſeaſon, he replied, his deſire was an opinion only of de 

piece, Which, if approved, might be exhibited whenever conveni- 
K Mr. Beard faid; he neyer relied on his own 


the Author told him.was all he either wiſhed or delired., 
MR. Beard was then aſked, if he did not intend paying à thea- 


trical compliment on the birth of the Prince of WAT Es? becauſe 
if he did, the Author ſubmitted a ſubje& to his confideration which 


he thought no. unhappy one, and which, if approve: he might re- 


o which Mr. Beard 


* 


commend to any writer for that purpoſe. 
anſwered, that it was greatly their deſire to pay ſuch a compliment; 
but as he knew not whom to apply to = the ien perfor- 
mance, he wiſhed the Author would undertake the execution of it 
%%% ᷑ add Ad ĩͤ d ĩðͤvv y 2 eos 
Tur Author accordingly went into the country, and was at a 


conſiderable diſtance from London when he firſt heard the preli- 


minaries of peace were agreed on: upon which he threw into the 


annexed Maſgue all the oblique compliments on that meaſure of 


government which could be conſiſtent with the general delicacy he 


had preſcribed to. himſelf in the execution of the work, which a 
chaſte intention induced him to make in all points merely alluſive. 


Tu Author returned to town towards the middle of September: 


when calling on Mr. Beard, to ſhew him what was written of the 
— Maſque, he became informed, without making the leaſt enquiry, the 
opinion giyen of his Tragedy was ſo much in its favour, that the parts 
had been ordered to be written out, as preparative to its ſpeedy repre- 
ſentation. The Maſque was ſoon afterwards finiſhed, and Dr Arne 


engaged to ſet it to muſic, which he accordingly did with uncom- 


mon excellence, as the Author has been. informed by many judges 


of muſic. 


Ax the end of November, Mr. Beard appointed a day for reading | 


the Tragedy at the Theatre; after which it was immediatly put 


into rehearſal, and copies of the Play and Maſque were ſent to the 
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: Akin for the 


| office, wa pp £ Fn er 215 their tan licenſed. The PA: was. fixt PTY in 
January for exh übiting the 1 and preparations were likewiſe _ 

pe formance of the Maſque, / hen a licence for the 

latter Was ſent down to the Theatre, and at the ſame time notice 

of a refuſal thereof to the former, to the very 10 ſurpriſe of all 

1 who had ever ſeen lt. 

Tur Author thereon, by the ice of his Wie de repreſented, 
in g reſpectful memorial to the Lord-Chamberlain,. the great miſ- 


| Rh =. 106 to him which he conſidered the refuſal of the licence to be; 
that the Play had been written near twenty years, and was no other 
than the EL RTRA of Sor Ho ESs, adapted to the Engliſh. ſtage; 


that he had never apprehended it could poſſibly give offence, nor 
had any one, who heard it either read or rehearſed, ever ſuggeſted 
to him a thought that it could in any point prove exceptionable; ſo 
that, innocent as he was both in act and intention, he became thereby 
expoſed to ſuffer in reputation as well as property, unleſs relief ſhould 
be granted him. But the humble repreſentation of truth, Which he 
ſo made, unhappily failed of procuring him redreſs. 
Tut Maſque was afterwards put into rehearſal: but the Kok 
never heard any other reaſon aligned for its not being repreſented 
than, that the promiſe which at that time had been forced from the 
managers with ſome violence by the town, of not refuſing half- prices 
to any repreſentations except new Pantomimes, had · made it not worth 
their while to be at great expences for other kinds of exhibitions; in 
vhich reaſons he filently acquieſced, from thinking he had no right to 
interpoſe farther concerning a performance which, as far as regarded 
its repreſentation, he had made a preſent of to the houſGQ. 
Wu a conſiderable length of time had convinced him his memo- 
rial was not likely to procure him any kind of redreſs, at the i importu- 
nities of his friends, he became determined to publiſh tht Tragedy, for 
the ſatisfaction of the public, and in vindication of himſelf; the ad- 
vertiſements for which purpoſe were accordingly drawn up, and in the 
Book (ſeller's hands: but farther proceedings were then ſtopt, on there 
happening a ſudden change in the Adminiſtration, which made him 
reſolve to ſuſpend the publication till the effects ſhould be ſeen of a 
new application; but that he did not however make till the ſpring of 
the laſt year, having had ſome little encouragement given him to hope 
for perſonal intervention: but being diſappointed therein, he applied, 
by another memorial, ef the ſame tenor as the former one, to the 
preſent Lord-Chamberlain; which likewiſe failing to remove the 


impediment to the exhibition of By © 6 in the ſeaſon which is now 
NNE 2 


6 in 


the leaſt evil de 


would moſt readily 
was prohibited, he is not enab 
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has 8 N been the cuſtom on all ſuch occaſions. - 


- FRoM this plain and faithful narrative of what has oats dive to | 
thets productions, the Author flatters himſelf with believing it muſt 
atisfactoril 2 that his Tragedy was at firſt written without 
n; that, ſoon after finiſhing it, he laid it by for a 
while on a ee one, which was to avoid giving offence; that it has 
not been his fault there was not an exhibition of it many years ago; 
that the time it was to have appeared j in was a matter of mere acci- 
dent, and that any malignant intention could not therein be imputa- 
ble to him, as he was at the ſame time actually manifeſting all due 
loyalty to his Sovereign and reſpect to his Government, by t e double 

5 Nate“ corapliment which he voluntary meant 10 pay in the 


"Hz likewiſe declares, that with regard to conduct, eirnſtore in 
ſentiments, the piece now appears exactly as it was firſt written; 
there having been no alterations made in it, except by meer touches 
of the language, and in the addition of a very few lines to the firſt 
ſcene, for the ſake of opening a principal character to the audience, 
which was done eight years ago, at the inſtance of the late Mr. Rich. 5 
He avers with equal truth, that had a deſire been but hinted. to him 
of ſuſpending the re reſentation of his play, a compliance on his part 
ets taken place. But why the repreſentation 
led to inform his readers; for upon 
application to know the cauſe, the anſwer he received was, that the 
office never aſſigned reaſons for refuſing the licence. He does not 
however allow himſelf to comment on the nature of ſuch power. or 
any methods of executin 5 
Hk thinks he owes to Fines che farther juſtice of dpclering, that 
he has ever held in high abhorrence any pro dien of the ſtage to 
the ſerving of unworthy purpoſes, and every cauſe of deviation from 
the wiſe ends of its inſtitution; which were, by the refinements and 
excellencies of art, to render ſuch pleaſures highly profitable, from 


their aptitude inſenſibly to ee the manners and improve the 


morals of the people. In which comprehenſive and juſt light Mr. 
Addiſon muſt have contemplated this moſt uſeful Pecles of poetry, 

when he conſidered a perſeci Tragedy to be the nobigſt production of hu 

man nature. But that amiable writer, when he mentioned perfection, 
could _ mean it as COM paratiye, becauſe abſoJute perfection i is not 
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— ending nothing firther could remain for him to "9 but t to ſobmit + 
is own - Jan Beten, to the e wee of the public, by means 
of the preſs; which he according 111 now does, in the manner chat : 

1 5 


iw MENS 
4 ; 


— 


TO THE READER. | 

to be fought for in human productions; and the Author of Electra 
makes no pretenſion to higher merit than that of good intention. 
His ſingle view in furniſhing this authority is to do real juſtice to an 
excellent art, which he ever admired; but, with equal concern and 
indignation, has heard too often depreciated, at leaſt with reſpect to 
living Authors, however honoured in the dead. . 


” - 


WIIILx he aſſerts entire innocence, he avoids expatiating on in- 
jury, either with regard to the public or himſelf. The world may 
probably ſuffer no loſs from his abſolute difcouragement 'to proſecute 
L Ys ſtudies any farther. Yet it may be worthy of obſervation, that 
the breath of ſuch abſolute power as blights the meaneſt genius, may 
alſo blaſt the greateſt. It is, therefore, without farther intention than 
to apprize the world of ſuch effects, he thinks it behoves him to ſay, 
that notwithſtanding Mr. Beard had been made to think very favoura- 
bly of this Tragedy, yet after the licence had been refuſed to it, he 
would not, at a conſiderable diſtance of time, give the Author the 
| leaſt encouragement to put the laſt hand to another, which had been 
written much longer, on a Grecian ſtory, and in which nothing 
whatever could appear exceptionable to power: But, in ſaying this, 
he means no kind of reflection on the conduct of that Gentleman; 
who probably conſidered him as an unfortunate man, from the re- 
jection he had encountered, and which he might interpret as a cau- 
tion to himſelf with regard to future proceedings. May it likewiſe 
prove a conſcientious caution-to thoſe entruſted with ſuch unlimited 
power, how they exerciſe it hereafter, leſt injuries are thereby heed- 
leſsly extended far beyond any means of compenſation they can poſ- 
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| Fr On Pn grand room in the palace. 
AR C AS diſcovered leaning on the pedeſtal of a pull r. 
3;ö;rʃãñͤ m ͤ nä ä ä n 
jj 8 

J. RCAS!—what, muſing?- —On thy bended brow 


Anguiſh and care ſeem ſeated !—Painful gueſts. 
„ 0 Say, kind and venerable friend, hoſe love 
N Supplied a father's untim „ N 
Fr 
auoy if a man on earth has dar d to wrong . 
| And here's a ſwor and arm for thy reyenge. „ . 
V CCC 3 
EKthon, I thank thee, Be that ſword and am 
— H the good Gods pre erv'd for better ſervice.  _ 
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ur offences, in his rage bath ſent 
f | | . gamemn n. 
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| YZ 7 on Agamemnon, when he le 3 „„ 8 | 
In glorious league, confederate —_— eo: 
EE. Queen, his lovely Clytemneſtra, ( 
1 J 
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Vö—, Such were indeed the eps 4 which he reach d 1 
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